I should be grateful if you would take the time to read the information below regarding Nightstop North Somerset. It is a new project which I am, trying to publicise to as many different people as possible. At the moment I am unable to e-mail any literature but do have leaflets that can be posted.
 

Nightstop North Somerset is one of a network of 50 schemes around the UK. All are run at a local level. Nightstop North Somerset provides emergency accommodation for vulnerable young people aged 16-25 years that are homeless in the homes of volunteer hosts. The aim of the project is to reduce the numbers of young people that are homeless in North Somerset by providing a safer short term alternative to rough sleeping and specialist intervention at the earliest stage. Nightstop North Somerset is a preventative project that keeps these vulnerable young people away from the streets and unsuitable accommodation. It provides a safety net to stop the young person falling down the poverty spiral and away from the problems that are associated with long term homelessness such as mental and physical ill health, drugs and alcohol addiction and crime and prostitution.
 

By offering a place in their home volunteer hosts provide a unique opportunity to young people to stay at a time of crisis. Their kindness and generosity may have a profound and lasting impact on some of the young people. The volunteer hosts are people from all back grounds who have an occasional spare room. They offer the young person an evening meal, room of their own for the night, breakfast and when necessary a listening ear. Young people stay on a night by night basis as and when volunteer hosts are available. It might be once a week, it might be once a month but it all helps.
 

Nightstop North Somerset also needs volunteer drivers. This involves driving a young person from the referral agency to the Hosts’ home. It is felt that this will alleviate many of the anxieties that the young person will feel if they had to take public transport to an unfamiliar area then introduce themselves to the Hosts. It is also a great way for people to get involved with the charity, if they don’t have the necessity to become Hosts.
 

To ensure we can provide this much needed service it is vital to gather as many donations and volunteers as possible. This is where I need your help. If you are not able to volunteer for the project but you do have somewhere it could be advertised it would be greatly appreciated. Whether it is an article on a staff intranet or in a newsletter or a leaflet on a notice board it will all help. This project is a community solution to a community problem and we hope to engage all sections of the community in North Somerset.  
 

For further information on our work please contact me on 01934 524 369 or 07748 333 736.
 

Kind Regards
 

Ailsa McWilliam
Nightstop project Co-ordinator. 
 

 

 

 

